
The Michigan Election Reform 
Alliance, MERA, has a commit-
tee to put in Election Challeng-
ers at various precincts to safe-
guard the integrity of the vote. 
Letters were sent  to Washte-
naw, Berrien, and Allegan coun-
ties’ clerks requesting that  our 
challengers be allowed in to 
check the procedures during 
the Primary Election.  Both Ber-
rien and Washtenaw counties 
complied with our request, 
while Allegan county ‘s clerk 
refused us. Fortunately, MERA 
had made an agreement with 
the Green Party to allow us to 
train and send in Green mem-
bers as Election Challengers. 

We then had challengers going 
into Allegan, Berrien, Kalama-
zoo, Van Buren, and Washte-
naw counties. The challengers 
in Berrien, the City of Benton 

Harbor, and the City of Kalama-
zoo complied with our request 
to do a test count of the ballots 
during the canvass after the 
polls closed.  

Challengers in Allegan County  
went into the Cities of Sauga-
tuck  and Douglas, and Lee 
Township as Green Party chal-
lengers. At each location, as 
they presented their credentials 
they were told by the clerks that 
they were under orders not to 
allow the Greens into the pre-
cincts as challengers. During 
the canvass at Lee Township, I 
was there and filed a complaint 
with the Township Clerk, Jackie 
King. She said she was under 
orders from Joyce Watts, the 
County Clerk to not allow the 
Greens in because they were 
not on the ballot. A quick phone 
call and check of the law 

showed that she was wrong and 
the Greens had every right to be 
there. She asked me to talk to 
Joyce Watts on the telephone, 
and I explained to Joyce that 
our check of the law indicated 
that she was wrong. Her answer 
was “sue me.” 

It will be very difficult to get a 
fair election in Allegan county 
without lots of volunteers. 
Please go the our wmnc.biz and 
register to help. Thank you! 

“Sue Me” by Pat Foster 

UAW Leader Votes Against Counting Your Ballots by Pat Foster 
The Allegan County Democratic 
Party held their convention re-
cently  at  the Valley Township 
Hall. This was a meeting to 
elect delegates to the state con-
vention in September and have 
a slate of resolutions to be con-
sidered at that convention.  

I set forth a resolution to have 
Democratic Election Challeng-
ers count at least one ballot 
race during the canvass after 
the polls close to voting. This 
resolution included state law  
that authorizes this action. Don 
Oetman, leader of the UAW in 
Western Michigan along with all 

the officers 
except one of 
the ACDP voted 
against this 
resolution. 
While this sur-
prised many of 
the members 
present, the 
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Citizen gets physically removed 
from a Vote Canvass in Lee 
Township because he had a cam-
era. 

Democracy Now pod casts 

Lower Scott Lake DEQ Hearing of 
public comments on their permit 
to continue dredging arsenic 
from their lake. Audio 
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Schedule of Events 

Sep 8th — South County Democratic 
Club, Moose Lodge, Bucanan 7-9 pm 

Sep 9th — Ottawa County Democratic 
Party, 1 West 5th St, Holland, 7-9 pm 

Sep 10th — Allegan County Democratic 
Party, Tech Center—City of Allegan 7-9 pm 

Sep 13th — Berrien County Republican 
Party, North Lincoln Senior Center, 3271 
Lincoln Ave, St. Joe, 10-11:30 am 

Sep 23rd — Cass County Democratic 
Party. 804 E. State St, Cassopolis, 6-8 
pm 

Sep 24th — First Meeting of the Allegan 
County Green Party at the Fennville Li-
brary, 6-7:30 pm. 

other compounds that become 
plant food. The more CO2 in the 
air, the better the plants can 
feed.  

CO2 is not suppose to go any 
further down than the aerobic 
zone (topsoil). If it gets into our 
water table it reverses the puri-
fication of our ground water at 
depth.  

In Canada farmers are pumping 
their tractor exhaust into the 
aerobic zone with tillage equip-
ment. This system works very 
well “if the exhaust (CO2) is 
pumped into the aerobic zone 
and the proper calcium and 
related traces are balanced.   

Topsoil can be increased, root 
development increased, and 
crop tonnage and quality in-

The East Michigan Power Plants 
are planning to pump their 
emissions of carbon dioxide 
CO2 deep into our earth. Out of 
sight, out of mind.  

Let us take a look at how our 
planet makes and uses CO2.  

CO2 is made in the top most 
part of the soil, the aerobic 
zone. The CO2 is made by bac-
teria breaking down organic 
matter. Some CO2 leaves the 
soil and migrates up from the 
soil; the leaves of plants pick-up 
this CO2 and breathe out O2 

(Oxygen). The main plant food 
for vegetation is CO2.  

Rain moving down through the 
aerobic zone (topsoil) combines 
with CO2 and forms a weak car-
bonic acid (H2CO3). This acid 
helps break down bedrock and 

creases. This is how good stew-
ards of the planet work with 
nature, and any toxin can be 
turned into plant food.  

Pumping exhaust emissions 
(CO2) into the subsoil will de-
stroy the earths filtering proc-
ess and what good ground wa-
ter we have left.  

The so called experts who do 
not know and understand the 
principles of chemistry, physics, 
and biology as they relate to 
one another should not be al-
lowed the continuing destruc-
tion of our planets eco system. 

Carbon Dioxide — CO2 by Steve Westin (Agriculture Editor) 
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Farmer examines a shovel of 
carbon-rich prairie soil in 
Iowa. 



The most common rumor is that 
the DEQ, Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality was estab-
lished by Governor Engler to 
sidestep the DNR (Department 
of Natural Resources). The DNR 
protected Western Michigan 
because a good deal of it was 
wetlands. 

On August 26th, I heard Sena-
tor Patti Birkholz give a speech 
to a lot of anxious Saugatuck/
Douglas citizens that wanted to 
save the Denison property from 
development. She had a large 
PowerPoint screen behind her 

showing that we should put our 
trust in the DEQ. 

On August 18th, I attended a 
Public Hearing for a permit to 
dredge by the Lower Scott Lake 
Association to the DEQ. Kam-
eron Jordan and Duane 
Roskosky of the DEQ answered 
public questions. I watched as 
one after another citizen got up 
and gave these two men docu-
ments that showed that they 
covered up dangerous lab re-
ports and conspired to allow 
this lake association to place 
their highly contaminated 
dredgings into an unsealed con-

tainment site against state law. 
They said they could not identify 
these documents written in 
their own handwriting that were 
obtained from Lansing through 
a Freedom of Information Act 
request. 

The last item Senator Birkholz 
said was not to use the Law of 
Eminent Domain to protect this 
property. I heard a lot of dis-
agreement by those attending 
the Saugatuck meeting on this 
point. If our state is allowing 
Whirlpool to take a private park 
in Benton Harbor and convert it 
to a private use golf course, 

Party are the first four of their 
ten values: 

1. Ecological Wisdom  

2. Social Justice 

3. Grassroots Democracy 

4. Nonviolence 

5. Decentralization 

6. Community-Based Eco-

On Wednesday evening, Sep-
tember 24th, from 6 pm to 8 
pm, those interested in our en-
vironment as a political issue 
should be at the Fennville Li-
brary in the basement. This will 
be the first meeting of the Alle-
gan County Green Party. You 
may be surprised, and you will 
actually like the experience. 

The Four Pillars  of the Green 

nomics 

7. Feminism 

8. Respect for Diversity 

9. Personal and Global Re-
sponsibility 

10. Future Focus/
Sustainability 

Do You Trust the DEQ?  By Pat Foster 

Welcome the Greens to Allegan County by Pat Foster 

DEQ Hearing for Public Comments 
In Lee Township 

Cynthia McKinney Green Party Presidential 
Candidate is for the immediate withdrawal 
of troops from Iraq. 

large labor union would want  to 
restrict the citizens rights to 
have verifiable elections under 
our democracy. 

My dad and his brother along 
with families across our country 
gave the ultimate sacrifice in 
our military to preserve that 
democracy. Over the years I 
have belonged to many labor 
unions, and always was proud 
of that membership.  

Unions are controlled by power-
ful union bosses like, Don Oet-
man, and their agenda appears 
to be in conflict with not only 
the citizens of this country, but 
their own rank and file mem-
bers. 

Lets see what happens in Lans-
ing. This should be a resolution 
that is unanimously passed to 
respect all Americans. 

UAW Leader Votes Against Counting Your Ballots continued 
resolution passed with mem-
bers outvoting officers and the 
UAW.  

This certainly presents a larger 
question. Will the Michigan De-
mocratic Party also vote to not 
count our ballots manually, and 
if they do so, Why? The MDP is 
controlled largely by the UAW, 
and it would certainly present  a 
quandary for the overwhelming 
number of members why this 

“Lets see what 
happens in 
Lansing. This 
should be a 
resolution that is 
unanimously 
passed to 
respect all 
Americans.” 
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then the citizens of Saugatuck/
Douglas should have the right 
to use Eminent Domain to save 
environmentally sensitive prop-
erty. 
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Republican that had never be-
fore that time won an election. 

In 2006, this person was re-
called along with the supervisor 
during the Primary Election and 
now the Democrats were pre-
sented with the duty to nomi-
nate a Democrat for the posi-
tion of the Recalled Republican 
Supervisor. Now, Jose Blanco, 
the good democrat had been 
driven out of the Party by those 
closely tied to Joyce Watts, the 
Republican Clerk that controlled 
elections. 

Even though the law was clear 
that we “SHALL NOMINATE”, 
these officers overturned my 
nomination of Hoyt Higgs, leav-
ing no Democrat on the ballot. 
There was another bidder for 
that same position, Steve 
Miller, a retired policeman. 

Allegan County goes into this 
General Election with a 161 
Republicans and 23 Democrats 
running for township offices. I 
know there are some solid De-
mocrats on the east side of the 
county, but in Lee Township on 
the west side, I have some ex-
perience.  

After being elected treasurer of 
the Allegan County Democratic 
Party in 2004, our Chair, Jose 
Blanco, a truly solid Democrat 
had a reason to correspond 
with the three Democrats on 
that township board. A 4th De-
mocrat on the board passed 
away, and it was up to those 
Democrats to nominate  a re-
placement. Jose wrote to them 
and told them that they had an 
obligation to elect a Democrat. 
They overwhelmingly voted for a 

In 2008, 
these same 
two men faced each other again 
in the Primary, and Steve Miller 
known to many residents of Lee 
Township as a Republican won, 
while they had a police car in 
front and another next to the 
back door intimidating voters.  A 
major issue in the township is 
the cost of a county police con-
tract that Hoyt Higgs was 
against and Steve Miller was 
for. Having police there at the 
front and back doors intimidat-
ing voters on this issue left two 
ex-police officers running 
against each other, while Hoyt 
Higgs is having a recount to try 
to verify an election that chal-
lengers were not allowed to 
count after the election. 

I was there during the canvass 
after the election, and submit-

Political Maneuvering by Pat Foster 

Without light, there is no Democracy 

   Police car at the front door of  Lee Township’s Precinct on Election Day       
Picture to the left is the police car parked by the back door. 

WMNC 

ted a nomination from the 
Green Party of a Viet Nam vet, 
John Harold Walker, for that 
same position. The clerk told 
me that it would have to be 
“approved by Lansing”.   

Why is there so much interest 
in one small township by the 
major powers in Lansing? Just 
maybe it is a Super Landfill 
that the DEQ, and a lot of poli-
ticians want placed there. It 
would destroy the home life of 
most of our county’s resi-
dents. Every officer in the 
Green Party was called with 
the hope of overturning this 
nomination, but they stood 
proudly by the citizens of Alle-
gan county by refusing to do 
so. 

Barack Obama’s acceptance speech puts him 
down in our history books as another superman. 
God only knows, we need one. His superman im-
age may not go over to well running against Sarah 
Palin, McCain’s choice for vp. 


