
On the eve of the November 
General Election, Chris Thomas, 
Director of the Michigan Bureau 
of Elections sent a letter to the 
Bendors, founders of the Michi-
gan Election Reform Alliance 
threatening them with legal ac-
tion if any of their Election Chal-
lengers used an old election law 
from 1955 to visually observe 
and count ballots on election 
night. He stated that this law 
was “obsolete”, because it 
dated all the way back to 1955. 
How about the Michigan Consti-
tution for old. Mr. Thomas, you 
are not a legislator, and threat-
ening Election Challengers is 
definitely covered by the law as 
a felony. 

I ended the election night at 
Ganges Township with two of 
MERA’s challengers, and asked 

to just count a sample of 10% 
of the total votes of 1,414 bal-
lots cast. At that point Cindy 
Yonkers, the Ganges Township 
Clerk came running out of the 
back room saying that we could 
not look at any of the ballots no 
matter what the law said. She 
then pulled out a copy of Chris 
Thomas’ letter to the Ben-
dors. It was amazing that all 
the clerks seemed to be 
prepared for the public request 
to see their ballots. 

After the Primary Election last 
August, I had also stopped by 
the Ganges Township hall and 
talked to Cindy Yonkers about 
the availability of seeing the 
ballots from 2006, when I was 
running for County Commis-
sioner. Under federal law, those 
ballots had to be kept 22 

months after the election, so 
this would have been one 
month before they could be 
destroyed. She said “fine with 
her, stop by Thursday and she 
would let me see them.” When I 
arrived on Thursday, she said 
that her husband had acciden-
tally burned them. Kind of con-
venient. Just when can citizens 
actually see the ballots? Never! 

Chris Thomas Threatens MERA by Pat Foster 

Election Theft by Pat Foster 
Allegan County uses the Diebold 
AccuMark machines that scans 
completed ballots and counts 
the votes into a register. At the 
end of the election, the register 
totals are printed unto a tape, 
the ballots are immediately put 
into a container that is sealed 
without anyone being able to 

look at them or count them. The 
totals on the tape are accepted 
without any form of audit, and 
the state does everything possi-
ble to make sure nobody sees 
the ballots, unless someone 
asks for a recount. 

We now have evidence that 

election officials have the ability 
to get into a sealed ballot con-
tainer and change the ballots 
before a recount. This evidence 
is now being prepared for the 
courts, and once the case is 
filed, this evidence will be pre-
sented to you with actual pho-
tos of how it is done.  
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Sign up to be a MERA Monitor 
and be prepared to work. We can 
defeat them, and we will arm you 
with the tools you will need to do 
just that. 

New Audio: Jan Bendor trains 
MERA’s Monitors. 

Blog  —  How do we fix elections? 
Enter the blog and leave your 
comments on Voter Verified Elec-
tions. We need your help. 
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Dear Supporters,  

Correctional Officer R. Axel and 
fellow officers have continued to 
harass me. His 11-10-08 action 
was threatening and intimidating, 
setting up a hostile environment. 
Those actions toward me are 
based on retaliation for my filing 
a complaint against him for read-
ing my legal mail, legal notes, 
legal briefs, and all my communi-
cations with attorneys.   

New info I have learned: Officer 
Axel's wife was also a correc-
tional officer. She ran off with a 
prisoner after helping him es-
cape. Axel is not mentally able to 

work around prisoners; he hates 
all black prisoners. Axel know-
ingly, willfully and intentionally 
acted against me, violating my 
1st Amendment right to petition 
the government for a redress of 
grievances by retaliating against 
my exercising the grievance com-
plaint process and my 14th 
Amendment rights to be free 
from egregious violation of gov-
ernment power and equal protec-
tion. This is a life-threatening 
situation.   

Rev. Edward Pinkney  

Please call:   

US Rep. John Conyers: 
Washington DC 202-225-5126, 
Detroit 313-961-5670  

Gov. Granholm, 517-335-7858, 
517-373-3400  

Patricia Caruso, Mich. Dept. of 
Corrections, 517-335-1426  

Ojibway Warden Michael 
Curley, 906-787-2217  

Editor’s Note: The prison has 
refused to comment. Russ Marlin, 
a spokesman for the state prisons 
said that “this case is currently 
under investigation.” I would 
still lend my voice to many oth-
ers. 

indicates that the “chain of cus-
tody” can easily be compro-
mised by election officials. It 
certainly is not  a giant leap of 
the imagination to say that elec-
tions may be stolen if the offi-
cials will not allow us to look at 
the ballots and count them. 

Stolen elections hurt all of us, 
and they are a direct slap in the 
face of so many young Ameri-

To the left is a ballot container 
used in Allegan county. Many 
counties have gone to lighter 
bags that are easier to trans-
port and move. If ballots are not 
allowed to be counted on elec-
tion night, then the custody of 
those ballots from election 
night until someone may look at 
them during a recount is criti-
cal. Evidence that we have seen 

cans who paid the ultimate 
price for our right to vote and 
have it counted honestly. 

 The people who now run for 
office no longer seek the ap-
proval of the voters as much as 
they seek the approval of those 
in power who control the ballot 
boxes. 

Matter of Life and Death by Rev. Edward Pinkney 

Election Theft continued 

Sealed ballot container 

dollars and they just became for 
all practical purposes worth-
less.” 

This scenario may be closer 
than you think. It is happening 
not by accident, but design. It is 
the last stage in the Bilderberg 
design to kill the middle class in 
the US and turn us into virtual 
slaves. 

How do you combat it? I believe 
that the large number of 
manned, but unoccupied con-

centration camps that I have 
talked about in the past are 
there to put down a large upris-
ing that would be the result of a 
dollar devaluation. Your survival 
may depend upon your willing-
ness to become an economic 
slave. 

You can protect your invest-
ments in International stocks 
and bonds. Nobody should have 
all their investments in one bas-
ket. 

Economy by Pat Foster 
What would you do if you woke 
up tomorrow and your money 
would only buy 10% of what it 
can buy today? The US devalua-
tion of the dollar may well be 
closer than you think. You need 
to look at your investments. “I 
own real estate, but the market 
is so bad that I could not sell it 
in order to feed myself and my 
family. I just sold my stocks be-
cause the market was disinte-
grating before my eyes. I now 
have most of my liquid assets in 

“You can protect 
your investments 

in International 
stocks and 

bonds. Nobody 
should have all 

their investments 
in one basket.” 

Reverend Pinkney at  Kanley Chapel in Kala-
mazoo—Western Michigan University 
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Yesterday I got an email from a 
conservative friend bewailing, 
among other things, the Democ-
ratic initiative for re-
implementation of the Fairness 
Doctrine. This doctrine imposes 
broadcast minimums for provid-
ing the views of both sides, con-
servative and progressive, on 
important policy issues.  
In light of what "news reporting" 
has become in this country, I 
submit  the Fairness Doctrine 
debate, even its possible imple-
mentation, is in truth a straw 
man.  
I no longer depend on TV at all 
for substantial news of national 

or international significance, 
excepting only Amy Goodman 
and Democracy Now, hardly 
mainstream entities. This as-
sessment unfortunately in-
cludes PBS, which for reasons 
of its own survival, has largely 
morphed into just another syco-
phant intent on servicing the 
American political/financial 
elite's wishes regarding what 
gets reported, in how much 
depth.  
Nor do I trust US print media 
any longer on vital matters, in-
cluding truly great American 
newspapers like the Washing-
ton Post and NY Times. I read 

them only VERY selectively.  
I've been lead astray too many 
times by the likes of Judith 
Miller, who funneled factually 
false propaganda she obtained 
straight from Dick Cheney's of-
fice directly into the main-
stream via the Times (less than 
a month ago she joined Fox 
News). Likewise, the insistence 
of the Washington Post's edito-
rial staff to repeatedly use out 
and out falsehoods in their al-
ways-negative characterizations 
of Social Security is absolutely 
deplorable to me.    

Phosphate, the health of trees 
and quality of the fruit will be 
enhanced. 

When this done in fall, the brix 
(mineral) will stay higher, and 
the sap will stay thicker, and 
there will a lot less frost and 
winter damage. 

Adding nitrogen in the fall will 
lower the brix and thin the sap 

To keep trees 
healthy, recy-
cle the leaves 
and put the 
leaves under 

the tree. Place the leaves start-
ing at the drip line and going 
out a little further. 

By recycling the leaves and add-
ing 1 or 2 pounds of lime 
(CaCO3) and some Soft Rock 

which causes greater damage 
from frost and winter. 

By recycling your trees leaves, 
you will greatly enhance next 
years growth and health. 

Fairness Doctrine  by John Mann 

Leaves by Steve Westin, Agricultural Editor 

John Mann Center and Phil Basset 
to the right 

November leaves in the Saugatuck State 
Park 

by Whirlpool to spend Benton 
Harbor’s money hired a law firm 
specializing in “crisis manage-
ment” to fight Armin’s request 
to see the books under HUD 
rules. I guess they didn’t want 
to let him see the books, so 
they may have strong armed 
Armin’s employer to fire him. 
This is one point for Whirlpool. 
We are now tied and the game 
is getting exciting.  

Apparently, Armin is not the only 

one that Whirlpool has strong 
armed. There is another com-
pany very upset with Whirlpool, 
and they hired Armin to be a full 
time investigator looking into 
Whirlpool’s shenanigans. In-
stead of being a part time inves-
tigator, Armin is now after them 
full time.  

Now lets see, that makes Armin 
2 and Whirlpool 1. Stay in 
touch, this is getting to be an 
exciting game.        

Armin 2, Whirlpool 1 by Pat Foster 
Armin is an investigative re-
porter who has done so well 
showing how Fred Upton of the 
Whirlpool family and Represen-
tative of the Sixth Congressional 
District  has been able to divert 
federal funds meant for the 
people of Benton Harbor into 
thin air. Nobody seems to no 
where the money is. That was 
one point for Armin.  

Now Whirlpools’ Cornerstone 
Alliance, the non-profit created 
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John Mann and Armin sharing 
notes 
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Shorts  

Thanks to all the new subscribers. We welcome you 
to the West Michigan News Company. You should 
find it very worthwhile. Please tell your friends and 
neighbors.   

Cardinal Newman was gay and buried, according to 
his wishes, next to the man he loved. The Pope is 
having him exhumed and moved to another location 
so as not to queer his sainthood petition. Pope John 
Paul was another 'confirmed bachelor'. Shandu  

COLUMBIA, S.C. - A South Carolina Roman 
Catholic priest has told his parishioners that they 
should refrain from receiving Holy Communion if 
they voted for Barack Obama because the Democ-
ratic president-elect supports abortion, and support-
ing him "constitutes material cooperation with intrin-
sic evil."   MSNBC 
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pencils to both register and 
vote instead of pens that are 
mandated. They said this was 
the way they were trained. Lori 
asked the Election Supervisor 
to call the county and ask for 
their opinion. Julie who was 
running the election for Joyce 
Watts said they could use any-
thing they wanted as long as it 
was not red even though the 
instruction on the ballot says 
“use either black or blue ink”. 
Penciled votes can be easily 
changed, especially since we 
know that they have access to 
the “sealed ballots” immedi-
ately after the election. 

The Knoblocks are on the front 
lines to change our county. We 
all owe them and others our 

In Gun Plain Township, Republi-
cans were very concerned 
about the possible theft of an 
election in the Republican Pri-
mary between the current clerk 
who was charged with taking 
funds improperly from the town-
ship for herself and her oppo-
nent, Jennifer Button, who was 
challenging her. Tim and Lori  

Knoblock of Plainwell worked as 
MERA Monitors from 6:00 am 
to 2:30 am the next morning. 
That is real dedication. These 
are people who consider them-
selves Republicans, but leaning 
heavily toward the Libertarian 
Party. Here is one of the Elec-
tion Day problems they ob-
served at Gun Plain Township: 

Election workers gave voters 

sincere gratitude for 
what they did for us 
during this last elec-
tion.  

Thank you!  

Election Day by Pat Foster 

Without light, there is no Democracy 

   Election Line at the Alexander School in Grand Rapids 


