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o Audio tapes of Erin Brockovich in
Fennville on the contamination of
the water supply by commercial
interests.

e Amy Goodman of Democracy
Now speaks to the ACLU in Grand
Rapids—Audio section has com-
plete audios of her last five
shows updated daily.

e Steve Westin in the Agriculture
section—audio at the Fennville
library

e Late news as it hits the wires.
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“It was the first honest election we had in years” by Pat Foster

After the May 5th School Board
Election in Gun Plain Township,
Jennifer Button took the final
tapes from the tabulator, went
to the other school board pre-
cincts and got their tapes.
Three men who were running
with the stated purpose of rehir-
ing coaches who had been fired
for endangering the life of a
student had lost the election. As
Jennifer took these final tapes
to the headquarters of those
who had won and told her story
to them, the overwhelming com-
ment she heard was:

“It was the first honest election
we had in years, and we owe it
to Pat and Ira who came in as
Green Party Election Challeng-
ers.”

Jennifer was running against

the current township clerk in
the Republican Primary last
August, and she felt that the
election had been manipulated
during the counting of the ab-
sentee ballots. She had good
reason to believe this because
she had talked to so many vot-
ers who had voted for her.

| was called at the time, be-
cause | was running against
Joyce Watts, the Allegan County
Clerk on a platform of “honest,
verifiable elections.” Republi-
cans were going to support a
Democrat, because | was the
only one running on a platform
of clean elections. Even the
local Democratic Party failed to
support me. They actually gave
more support to my Republican
opponent, Joyce Watts. Addi-
tionally, the officers voted

QunRain Township Cffice

against physically counting the
ballots.

When the race for the school
board came up, Jennifer felt
she had good reason to believe
that it might be stolen during
the opening of the absentee
ballots. She contacted me and
asked if Ira and | would be
there as Election Challengers to
observe and make sure that the
election could not be stolen. We
agreed.

Brad Blogs: Lawful Rulemaking in Hawaii

Good news! "Hawaii's illegal use
of electronic voting machines
and the illegal transmission of
vote results over the Internet”
has been halted, following a
decision from Judge Joseph E.
Cardoza, who issued an injunc-
tion last night, according to Dis-
appeared News. As Larry Gellar

reports from our 50th state...

The suit (Babson v. Cronin, Civ
No. 08-1-0115(3) ) was brought
by attorney Lance Collins on
behalf of five citizens of Maui
against Hawaii's Chief Elections
Officer (see background on Dis-
appeared News in these arti-
cles). The suit challenged three

aspects of the voting process,
according to attorney Collins:

1. The use of electronic voting
machines was not adopted
through lawful rulemaking in
accordance with the Hawaii's
Administrative Procedure Act
(HAPA).
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“goon squads”
armed with
stun guns can
attack and
beat you at any
time without
provocation.

Brad Blog continued

2. The use of the Internet and/
or telephone lines to transmit
vote counts was not adopted
through lawful rulemaking
(HAPA).

3. The use of the Internet and/
or telephone lines to transmit
vote counts is not allowed un-
der current state law.

An administrative hearing offi-
cer last year, in a ruling that
was “extremely critical of Kevin
Cronin, the state's chief elec-
tions officer” (Honolulu Adver-
tiser, Voting-machine deal in
jeopardy, 8/10/2008), found

that the Office of Elections
acted in bad faith in awarding
the contract for voting com-
puters to Hart. The contract was
to be cancelled at the end of
the year. This new ruling by
Judge Cardoza adds that the
machines were used in a way
that is contrary to Hawaii law.

Editor's note: Similar machines
are used here in Michigan. After
the election is over, we never
have the right to audit the re-
sults. The totals these ma-
chines print out must be ac-
cepted without audit, even for
the 22 months they must retain

Michigan Tortures Prisoners by Pat Foster

In order to understand torture
in our penal institutions, you
first must know the following
statistics: The U.S. is 5% of the
world’s population, yet it has
25% of the world’s prisoners.
80% of those prisoners are
there for “non violent crimes”
according to the ACLU. This
makes us the largest police
state in the world.

In an interview with the Rev.

Pinkney, once you are incarcer-
ated, “goon squads” armed with
stun guns can attack and beat
you at any time without provo-
cation. For the slightest infrac-
tion of the rules, prisoners can
be sent to the “hole, a 6’ x &
cell with no blankets and an
iron slab to sleep on. You can
be naked and given nothing for
warmth even though the tem-
peratures are in the low fifty’s.

”
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those ballots.

Currently, Terri Lynn Land,
Michigan’s Secretary of State
has pushed through rules on
cameras in the polling places
without going through the Ad-
ministrative Rules Act and
opening these rules to public
comment.

Now consider that you go out to
dinner, have two drinks one
before and another during your
dinner. On your way home, you
are stopped and given a breath
test. You fail. You are thrown
into jail, and dehumanized by a
system that should be abol-
ished. We can not call our
selves a moral nation as long as
torture of others is considered
to be OK.

To be continued

Drink Responsibly

This puppy had more than two drinks with dinner.

Would you torture him?
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“It was the first honest election we had in years” continued

Upon arrival at the poll before it
opened for voters there was an
immediate problem. The clerk
told me that Joyce Watt's
printer had botched the ballots
by printing the serial numbers
on the ballots instead of the
tear off strip. Additionally, the
ballots they sent out for absen-
tee voting were printed incor-
rectly, and in order to get the
tabulator to count them, they
would have to be duplicated by
election workers over unto new
ballots.

If election workers were in collu-
sion with one another, and you

only need a couple when it
comes to absentee votes, then
they can knock out ballots they
do not want counted by enter-
ing a mark on it so that it be-
comes uncountable. You only
get a small percentage of the
total ballots changed to what
you want it to be. By duplicating
each ballot, you change every
one of those ballots to what you
want it to be and they will all be
counted.

Since they would have to dupli-
cate the ballots, | realized that |
had to be very observant to
make sure that they could not

Secret Elections v. VVE'S by Pat Foster

What is secret about elections?
Who or what you voted for can
be easily seen by people open-
ing absentee ballots, so it is
certainly not your vote that is
secret. Your ability to see and
count the ballots is highly se-
cret. After the 2006 General
Election, | was on different re-
count groups counting the Sec-
retary of State’s race, not their
races with their permission.
This was the only opportunity

we had to see the physical bal-
lots. In four precincts, the ac-
tual ballots were running from 3
to 5.5% less than the machine
had credited her. | gave this
testimony to the Michigan State
Senate Commission on Elec-
tions, and it did not phase any-
one to do anything about it.

Voter Verified Elections (VVE's)
simply state that once an elec-
tion is over, the voter can verify

The Garden—Philosophy by Pat Foster

| have taken Steve Westin's
advice and started my own gar-
den this year. The key to his
success is his philosophy. In the
west, we follow a philosophy
that the world is ours and we
can make it do anything we
want it to do. Fill the soil with
the right nutrients, and it will
grow crops that you need to
spray to kill the insects. We eat

food contaminated with pesti-
cides causing deaths from can-
cer.

Steve’s philosophy is to plant
your seeds in soil that is alive,
not just filled with nutrients. You
do that by keeping poisons like
pesticides away from your gar-
den, because that top soil
should be “alive” with worms
and other natural organisms

flip the votes. Joyce Watts, the
County Clerk showed up to su-
pervise the opening and proc-
essing of these votes. Now |
was really worried that some-
thing might happen. She told
me to sit down next to one of
the workers, which | did until
they started actually duplicating
the ballots. At that point | got up
and stood behind both workers
to make sure what one called
out was correct, and what the
other placed on the ballot was
correct.

In the past Ms. Watts would
have told me to stay so far away

that their vote in a database is
correct. If elections were not
secret, each voter using a num-
ber such as their Social Security
number could look at the data-
base and go down to that num-
ber and read out exactly who
they voted for. The main benefit
to such a system is taking the
control of government away
from the few and putting it back
into the hands of the people.

that are eating the decay of
your compost materials. | used
manure from a dairy farm, and
a barrel of composting material
we filled with our table scraps.

Steve’s key ingredient besides
calcium is white sugar. His
friends that have used it, swear
by it. Sugar is the basic building
block of all life.

To be continued
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Joyce Watts and her son Jason worried at the
State Board of Election Canvassers

that | could not observe any
violations of the law. This time,
the state police told us that
even though they could not ar-
rest officials for breaking the
law, they would be there if we
called and they would write up a
report. Good to have them in
our corner!

“The main benefit
to such a system
is taking the
control of
government away
from the few and
putting it back
into the hands of
the people.”

My wide row garden—potatoes, strawber-
ries, okra, beans, tomatoes, melons, etc.
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June events of political interest:

June 6th,Saturday at 12:00 noon, the Michigan State

Green Party will have a statewide megtin Benton Harbor

at the Hopewell Baptist Church, 756 Highland Avenue. Food

will be served and at 3:00 pm the group will gd&an Klock

Park which was largely taken over by Whirlpool to make a

golf course.

June 9th Tuesday at 9:30 am, The Grand Rapsirt

Building at 180 Ottawa Avenue NW, Grand Rapids

There will be a demonstration as the Rev. Pinkney, the

Without light, there is no Democracy

ACLU, and a Countof Churches push to have the Rev.
Pinkney an obvious political prisoner released from very strict

house confinement. The Sumee Court sent a request to the
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Vnes by Steve (Merlin) Westin

When we look at the woodland
in Michigan we can see them
degenerating. There are several
types of vines attacking the
trees from the soil to the tree
tops. These vines also harbor
some of the most toxic spiders |
have ever seen.

The vine root system is exten-
sive and needs to be up-ooted.
The vines can have a 4 inch or
better diameter that is attached
to the trees; which tells me this
has been a problem for a long
time. New growth of these vines
is accelerating —the problem is
getting worse.

Something | have been doing is
pulling down vines or cutting
into vines to remove several
inches of vine and pulling them

up at the roots. After doing that,
| put down several pounds of
calcium carbonate (CaCOs)
around the tree from the trunk
to the drip line of the leaves.

Some reasons for woodland
and/or tree degeneration is not
only air and water contami-
nation, but also stray volt-

age.

The trees really need our
help. So if you have any
trees please help them with
calcium (CaCQOs). Do not use
calcium with magnesium or
dolomite, because there is
not much if any calcium
easily available for the
trees.

Also poisonous plants and

Berrien County judge asking “why”, and the judge failed to

reply in the time allotted.

animals are on the rise. Helping
the trees will also help to curtail
the development of these vines
and other poisonous plants.

Caption describing picture or graphic.



