
For those of you who had any 
doubt whatsoe’er that our elec-
tions were being stolen, the 
recount requested by the Hon-
orable William Baillargeon for 
Circuit Court Judge in Allegan 
County has everyone doubting 
the validity of our elections. 

On Monday, December 3rd, 
Judge Baillargeon had an attor-
ney from Lansing who worked 
with the Law Firm Miller Can-
field give a prep talk to his vol-
unteers who filled the back din-
ing room at Every Day People in 
Douglas. One of the first things 
this attorney alluded to was 
“not to be worried if up to half 
the precincts turn out to be un-
countable.” He referred to an-
other recount in the Traverse 
City area were that had hap-
pened. There was of course a 

surprise for the Judge’s volun-
teers when more than half of 
the precincts were determined 
to be “uncountable” a few days 
later. 

In our efforts to actually see the 
ballots, there was also a deter-
mined effort from both cam-
paigns, The Bureau of Elections, 
and the Watts family to keep us 
from seeing them. Since we 
were not picked by either cam-
paign to visually look at the bal-
lots, we came armed with our 
press credentials and cameras 
to photograph each and every 
ballot during the recounts. Sue 
McRill of the Bureau of Elec-
tions would not allow us to be 
close enough to any table to 
actually use our cameras. While 
the public area she restricted 
us to was quite small, I was 

about 12 feet 
from a table 
were the clerk 
was flipping over 
each ballot one 
at a time. I tried 
to use my zoom 

lense to focus in on the ballots, 
and I was immediately blocked 
by Jason Watts, the clerk’s son, 
who moved between me and 
the table each time I changed 
places.  Sue McRill came run-
ning over and threatened to 
have me evicted if I continued 
to photograph the ballots. 

We checked with the Michigan 
Election Reform Alliance, and 
were told that the Honorable 
William Baillargeon has every 

25 Out of 48 Precincts Uncountable by Pat Foster 

Watts Blames Election Workers by Pat Foster 

On December 18th in Lansing 
at the state capitol building, 
there was a hearing by the 
State Board of Election Can-
vassers to certify the recount of 
the Baillargeon/Cronin Judge’s 
race. Ms. Watts testified that 
the problem was “human error 
that was done by very tired 

people.” Chris Thomas, Director 
of the Bureau of Elections 
blamed both the election work-
ers and the Allegan Board of 
Election Canvassers.  He dis-
cussed criminal penalties 
against them with the Michigan 
Board of Election Canvassers. 
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Ms. Watts & son Jason listen to Pat 
Foster testify about “evidence sup-
pression.” 



number of ballots in the poll 
book even though it did so in 
front of very reliable witnesses 
on election night. How can Ms. 
Watts claim that it was a mis-
take by a “tired worker”? No, 
this was done some time after 
election day and before the re-
count. Don’t you control that, 
Ms. Watts?  

the Wayland Post there on the 
night of the election. Ballots 
had been totaled twice and 
agreed with the poll book. 
These witnesses observed the 
canister seal being applied after 
the ballots were secured in the 
canister, and they state that the 
seal was placed properly on it.  
At the recount, the number of 
ballots did not agree with the 
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right to request a new elec-
tion. With so many precincts 
“uncountable”, the courts 
have been open to granting a 
new election. 

It appears that Lee Township, 
which was one of the 
“uncountable” precincts had 
several eyewitnesses includ-
ing Detective Doan of the 
Michigan State Police from 

Joyce Watts, Allegan County Clerk 
County official in charge of elections and recounts.  

Cindy Yonkers, Ganges Township Clerk 
Recounts Baillargeon/Cronin Race 

She refused to allow us to see the ballots after the General Election to 
do even a sample count. When requested to see the 2006 ballots for 
Ganges last August one month before they were scheduled to be de-

stroyed, she told me that they had already been destroyed accidentally. 

Sue McRill from the Michigan Bureau of Elections 
She kept us from actually photographing any ballots. 


